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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY 
This article presents and analyzes the various viewpoints shared by Received 13 July 2016 
several representative French left wing intellectuals and by the Accepted 5 October 2016 
French Communist Party (FCP) about socialist democracy with Published online 
Chinese characteristics. It determines two main approaches 

; KEYWORDS 
concerning their analysis of Chinese democracy: a procedural Socialist democracy with 
approach and a substantive approach. The first approach stresses Chinese characteristics; 
more the form and procedure. The second approach stresses French left wing intellectuals; 
more the content and results. One aspect that is often neglected French Communist Party 
is the nature of the state, which is determined by the relations of 
production, the class structure and the socio-economic basis of a 
given society. Therefore it leads to a misunderstanding of socialist 
democracy with Chinese characteristics. Indeed, democracy is not 
neutral, but directly related to the socio-economic basis and class 
nature of the state. The author believes that, even if in some 
aspects Chinese democracy is currently less developed than in 
some capitalist developed countries, it is more democratic by its 
orientation, objectives and nature. Socialist democracy with 
Chinese characteristics is a transition leading to communism. Only 
socialism can lead to a society profoundly democratic in all its 
aspects, a communist society, while it is in contradiction with the 
profound nature of capitalism. 


1. Introduction 


A multiplicity of viewpoints about China have led to debates among intellectuals of diverse 
political persuasions and communist parties all over the world. One would expect that, 
because China considers itself as socialist,’ left wing intellectuals and communist parties 
worldwide would be more positive about the Chinese path. Yet, they are profoundly 
divided on how to understand socialism with Chinese characteristics. It is, for instance, 
the case of the French left wing intellectuals and the French Communist Party (FCP) 
for which socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics is one of the most dividing 
issues. 

In this article I present and analyze the various viewpoints of several representative 
French left wing intellectuals and the FCP on this issue. I include in the category of 
“left wing” intellectuals those who are, or consider themselves as communists, socialists 
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(social democrats from the French Socialist Party), Western style Maoists and other “lef- 
tists” without clear party affiliation. I do not cover all the questions concerning democracy 
in today’s China, but use several concrete examples to illustrate the existing debate sur- 
rounding it. “Socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics” is principally related to 
the period theorized by the Communist Party of China (CPC) as socialism with Chinese 
characteristics (from 1978 until nowadays). Consequently, this essay won't try to delve 
into what French left wing intellectuals think about the Mao Zedong era. 


2. A Procedural Approach of Democracy 


Many French left wing intellectuals look down upon China and systematically put into 
question whatever the Chinese government or the CPC says. They arrogantly give lessons 
to China on many subjects. In reality, this condescending way of demonizing or under- 
mining the credibility of China betrays an attitude of superiority partly inherited from 
Western colonization and imperialism. This attitude that is sometimes close to racism 
(if not blatantly racist), is not rare toward countries that reject today’s world order, 
and especially toward socialist countries such as China. Those who consider China is 
not democratic often underline two main aspects: political democracy and economic 
democracy. 


2.1. Multiparty Elections and Freedom of Expression 


2.1.1. Multiparty Elections, Absolute or Possible Means towards Democracy 
For the sinologist Alain Roux: 


We must look beyond Mao and China in this one-party dictatorship confused with the state 
outlined by Lenin and generalized by Stalin who made the communist leaders in power 
become almighty despots. From this perspective, Mao was a perfect orthodox Marxist-Leni- 
nist. (quoted in Bari 2010) 


Roux reproduces here the liberal argumentation saying that Marxism-Leninism, socialism 
and the absence of Western style multiparty elections, are equivalent to autocracy and 
dictatorship. Furthermore, Roux makes no distinction between socialist democracy and 
bourgeois democracy. For him, only liberal democracy seems conceivable. Multiparty 
elections are considered as being part of the nature of democracy, rather than a possible, 
but not exclusive way to achieve democracy. In reality, multiparty elections are not an end 
in themselves, but simply a means that can possibly enhance democracy. 

Besides, multi-party elections are not necessarily democratic. There can be corruption 
during the election process. Once elected, the candidate can decide not to keep his electoral 
promises. People don’t always vote according to their own or class interests, and women, 
ethnic minorities and people from low socio-economic status have less possibility to be 
chosen as candidates, etc. Moreover, a country that has no multiparty elections can be 
more democratic than a country where there are multiparty elections. Let’s take the 
example of two developing countries, Haiti and Cuba, which have similar historical, geo- 
graphical and environmental backgrounds. Haiti has multiparty elections and Cuba 
doesn’t. Yet, in Cuba, even if the country is poor, almost everyone has a roof over their 
head, education and hospitals are free, the majority of the population is literate and no 
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one dies of hunger. In Haiti, many people live in slums, access to a doctor and to medicine 
is difficult, a large part of the population is illiterate, many kids don’t have a chance to go 
to school and many people suffer or die of hunger. Why did the two countries evolved so 
differently? The difference comes from the nature of the state (capitalist or socialist), 
which determines the nature of its democracy (bourgeois or socialist). 

The comparison between Cuba and Haiti illustrates the different understanding of 
democracy from a liberal or socialist perspective. From a liberal perspective, equality is 
based on the principal of “one person one vote.” It is fundamental to give each person 
the right to deposit a ballot into the box. Indeed, liberal democracy formally recognizes 
the people as the source of power and grants them certain rights and political liberties. 
Yet, the liberty, equality and justice it proclaims are considered in isolation from the capi- 
talist socio-economic basis. Actually, most countries of the world (including the poorest 
countries) are capitalist and have “free” elections. Yet, can the poor people really experi- 
ence freedom and equality? What does freedom, equality or justice mean to people who 
have nothing to eat, no clean water to drink, no roof over their head and no access to edu- 
cation? On the contrary, from a socialist perspective, it is fundamental to give each person 
the right to satisfy his essential needs. The rights and political liberties it proclaims are 
considered as linked to the socio-economic system. The comparison between democracy 
in Haiti and democracy in Cuba is a concrete example of the difference between a pro- 
cedural approach and a substantive approach of democracy. It shows that “the govern- 
ment of the people, by the people, for the people” (Lincoln 1863) or “the rule of the 
majority’ are understood differently from a liberal and a socialist perspective. 


2.1.2. Conditional or Unconditional Democracy 
For Emilie Frenkiel,’ author of the book Conditional Democracy: The Contemporary 
Debate on Political Reform in Chinese Universities (2015a): 


The Chinese president [Xi Jinping], believing, like his predecessors and many [Chinese] 
intellectuals, that a rapid and unconditional democratization of the country would be cata- 
strophic, sets out an essentialist vision of “Chinese characteristics”: its history and society are 
supposed to make the country incompatible with multi-party democracy. (Frenkiel 2015b) 


In reality, Xi Jinping does not relegate democratization to a position of secondary 
importance (Frenkiel 2015a), nor does he consider it as catastrophic. As Xi Jinping says: 


On the basis of maintaining an organic balance between the leadership of the CPC, the pos- 
ition of the people as masters of the country, and the rule of law, and with a commitment to 
preserving the position of the working class as the leading class in our country, we must accel- 
erate the establishment of socialist democracy in accordance with well-defined institutions, 
standards, and procedures; uphold and improve the system of people’s congresses; advance 
the extensive, multilevel, and institutionalized development of consultative democracy; and 
promote the broad and orderly participation of the people in the administration of national, 
social, economic, and cultural affairs in accordance with the law. (Xi 2015) 


As we can see, Xi Jinping is far from being opposed to democracy. Yet, even if president 
Xi, his predecessors and some Chinese intellectuals believe that “a rapid and unconditional 
democratization of the country would be catastrophic” (Frenkiel 2015b), it still doesn’t 
mean that they are opposed to democracy. “Unconditional” democratization (meaning a 
democratization without conditions or limitations) exists nowhere, not even in the so-called 
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developed democratic states of the West. In reality, for Frenkiel, “unconditional” means fol- 
lowing the principles of liberal democracy. Furthermore, the speed of democratization 
depends on the specific historical, cultural, political, economic and social conditions of 
each state, and also of the international environment. According to Frenkiel, the fact that 
China wants to build a democracy that is suitable to its specific conditions is a conditional 
thinking about democracy, whose definition is therefore distorted (Frenkiel 2015a). This 
“distorted” definition of democracy that, as she admits, is currently widely shared in 
China, is considered “distorted” by whom? By a minority of Chinese, mainstream media 
and intellectuals of the West who consider they have a moral authority to tell China how 
it should build democracy at home? Why should the definition of democracy given by 
countries, which have colonial and imperialist history be less “distorted” then the one of 
the majority of Chinese who believe that, although imperfect, socialist democracy with Chi- 
nese characteristics should be improved instead of rejected as a whole? 

Frenkiel considers that the single-party rule is necessarily undemocratic and sees the 
multi-party rule as part of the nature of democracy instead of being a possible means lead- 
ing to it. In reality, in the so-called liberal democratic states, the working class is kept out 
from political affairs and their elected representatives are in many ways an instrument of 
the bourgeois ruling class. The institutions of bourgeois democracy are made to ensure the 
domination of the bourgeoisie by means of various combinations of persuasion and 
repression according to the balance of class power. As Lenin said, “Bourgeois states are 
most varied in form, but their essence is the same: all these states, whatever their form, 
in the final analysis are inevitably the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie” (Lenin [1917] 
1974, 418). 

Moreover, claims to democracy can never vindicate or serve as justification for the 
transatlantic slave trade, the colonization of “uncivilized” populations, and imperialist 
wars. These are fundamentally undemocratic practices directly linked to capitalism. 


2.2. Capitalism and Exploitation of the Workers versus Socialism 


2.2.1. Bureaucracy and the Role of Multinationals 

In a quote cited previously (Bari 2010), Alain Roux mentions the persistence of bureauc- 
racy, Chinese oligarchs and foreign multinationals, which, he says, benefit from the injus- 
tices suffered by the people. While mentioning “Chinese oligarchs,” Roux does not clearly 
say who he’s talking about. Yet, in reality, these past years, the struggle against corruption 
and bureaucracy has been widely extended within the Party. President Xi Jinping took this 
problem very seriously with his anti-corruption campaign against “tigers” and “flies.” The 
CPC has also gradually improved workers’ rights, as for example, the implementation of 
the Labor Contract Law. As Xi Jinping stressed, 


We need to improve our system for the democratic management of enterprises and govern- 
ment-affiliated institutions—which is primarily manifested in the form of employee con- 
gresses—in order to more effectively guarantee the rights of employees to know about, 
participate in, express views on, and monitor the affairs of the organizations in which they 
are employed. (Xi 2015) 


It shows that the CPC is fully aware of the importance of implementing workplace democ- 
racy to improve the Chinese workers’ rights. 
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Moreover, Roux mentions foreign multinationals as if they had all the rights in China, 
as is the case in many developing capitalist countries. In China, the macro-economic con- 
trol by the state prevents foreign enterprises from taking control of key sectors of the Chi- 
nese economy, Which are vital to the Chinese people and to keep the socialist orientation. 
Foreign investments bring new technologies and skills, jobs and incomes (by taxes) to 
China. They are a complement to China’s socialist economy. As long as the foreign com- 
panies are severely punished if they do not respect the workers’ rights and that they stay a 
minority unable to take control or destabilize the Chinese economy, they indirectly 
reinforce the establishment of socialism in China. 

Even though there are problems related to foreign multinationals, the first that should 
be accused are the foreign multinationals themselves. For instance, when the project of a 
new labor legislation (Labor Contract Law) to better protect the Chinese workers’ rights 
was put on the table, the American Chamber of Commerce based in Shanghai and the 
US-China Business Council based in Washington tried to persuade the Chinese govern- 
ment to revise or abandon it. Several US multinationals said they would leave China if 
the law was implemented. It shows the real face of the foreign multinationals in general 
and of the US multinationals in particular. They have a variable-geometry speech. At 
home, they claim that they contribute to promote workers’ rights abroad, but in reality, 
especially in developing countries, they often act the opposite way. 


2.2.2. The Relation between State, Democratic Institutions, Socialism and Capitalism 
For Mylène Gaulard,* author of the book Marx à Pékin: Les Racines de la crise en Chine 
capitaliste (Marx in Beijing: The roots of the crisis in capitalist China), 


It is quite likely that we will actually witness in a near future a reinforcement of the demo- 
cratic institutions in China, indispensable to gain acceptance by the population of a harden- 
ing of exploitation and alienation. (Gaulard 2014, 104) 


For Gaulard, the reinforcement of the democratic institutions in China is made to reinforce 
capitalism. Actually, she links democratic institutions with the state, which makes sense, 
since the nature of the state determines the nature of its institutions. What is less logical 
is that she considers the state in general as a concentrated social force whose action is the 
necessary condition for the genesis and perpetuation of capitalist social relations; state 
and capital are two sides of the same coin (Gaulard 2014, 20). Gaulard makes no distinction 
between the capitalist and the socialist state. For Gaulard, state equals capitalist state, because 
in a communist society the state disappears. Between capitalism and communism, she ima- 
gines nothing. In fact, Gaulard rejects the possibility of a socialist transition. 

Marx and Engels say that, “... the first step of the revolution by the working class is to 
raise the proletariat to the position of ruling class, to win the battle of democracy” (Marx 
and Engels [1848] 1988, 74). In reality, the dictatorship of the proletariat is a kind of state 
which offers to the proletariat the position of ruling class. If this state is neither capitalist 
(since the bourgeoisie is not the ruling class) nor communist (since classes still exist), what 
kind of state is it? One would say socialist, but considering that the state equals to capit- 
alism, Gaulard rejects the existence of a socialist state. As Lenin says: 


The proletariat needs state power, a centralized organization of force, an organization of 
violence, both to crush the resistance of the exploiters and to lead the enormous mass of 
population ...in the work of organizing a socialist economy. (Lenin [1917] 1974, 409) 
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In other words, for Marx, Engels and Lenin, the state is a tool of political power that 
must be pulled out of the capitalists’ hands by the proletariat. It implies that during a 
period, the proletariat must take the control of the state, which therefore becomes a pro- 
letarian state (socialist state). This transition period between the overthrow of the capitalist 
state by a proletarian revolution and communism is what Lenin calls socialism. According 
to the theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics, socialism has different stages and 
China is today at its primary stage. Classes exist in contemporary China, because China is 
still in a socialist transition to a communist society. Therefore, in China, there are still 
many social contradictions which are the result of the struggle between the old and the 
new society. 

Gaulard mixes up socialism and communism, state and capitalist state, capitalist state 
property and socialist state property and makes no distinction between bourgeois democ- 
racy and socialist democracy. As a result, she rejects democratic institutions, considering 
them as the tools of capitalism to exploit and alienate the workers instead of considering 
them as a progress in the construction of China’s socialism and socialist democracy. In 
reality, Gaulard does not perceive that China’s economic development is part of China’s 
development of democracy instead of being opposed to it. The contradictions that occur in 
the long path of socialist economic development are unavoidable. It is impossible to jump 
from a backward semi-feudal and semi-colonial economy to a developed socialist econ- 
omy without going through a few difficult steps. As long as it is well oriented by the 
CPC, this struggle between contradictions should bring a better qualitative economic 
development and a development of socialist democracy. 


2.2.3. Democracy, Capitalism, Communism and the Chinese Cultural Revolution 

For Alain Badiou,’ famous contemporary French philosopher, with the reform and 
opening-up policy led by Deng Xiaoping, China took the capitalist path and today the 
bourgeoisie is the ruling class of China. Badiou considers that the democratic path in 
China has stopped with the end of the Cultural Revolution, a period during which, he 
says, students and workers unorganized were the real actors of the state. He believes 
that the Cultural Revolution was “the most memorable democratic mobilization that 
the world has ever known” (Badiou 2014) and that it should be a source of inspiration 
to achieve communism, which he calls the “communist hypothesis” or the “idea of com- 
munism.” As said previously, this article will not tackle the issue of democracy of the Mao 
Zedong era. Yet, it is impossible to explain Badiou’s rejection of socialist democracy with 
Chinese characteristics without mention of the Chinese Cultural Revolution, which he 
links to the concepts of democracy and communism. 

For Badiou, democracy equals capitalism. In reality, he believes that the so-called 
democracy as it is practiced today in developed capitalist countries, meaning electoral 
democracy and parliamentary democracy, is undemocratic. It is a democracy in which 
a capitalist oligarchy and professional politicians control the country. It is a way to 
strengthen capitalism at the expense of the people. He also considers that market economy 
is linked to capitalism. 

In reality, democracy is not directly related to liberalism, or market to capitalism. Lib- 
eral democracy is linked to capitalism, as it is part of its superstructure itself determined by 
the capitalist socio-economic base. Market is linked to capitalism insofar that the socio- 
economic structure in which it is used is capitalist. Yet, it is not necessarily the case. 
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Socialist democracy and socialist market economy exist, in China for instance, but the fact 
that socialism exists today in several countries is ignored by Badiou. 

For Badiou, real democracy means communism. He defines communism as a general 
set of intellectual representations that is not a political program, but an idea which is 
actualized in different ways. It should be an organization of society based on the free 
association of producers and in which classes, inequality of wealth, division of labor, pri- 
vate property and the state will be eliminated. For Badiou ([2009] 2012), the ‘idea of com- 
munism is a “pure idea of equality.” As soon as there are mass actions in the name of 
equality and justice opposed to state coercion, he considers that it is an example of the 
communist idea put in practice. 

Badiou considers that “Marxism, the workers’ movement, mass democracy, Leninism, 
the party of the proletariat, the socialist state” (Badiou 2008) are nowadays useless from a 
practical political point of view. He believes that it is possible to achieve communism with- 
out Marxist-Leninist theory, a strong leading communist party or a socialist transition. 
Instead, he prefers an unshaped movement seeking equality that organizes itself through 
action without any central political direction. Yet, he gives no clear explanation of how 
this unshaped movement could achieve communism. In reality, spontaneous unshaped 
organizations or movements have, until now, never made a revolution successful any- 
where. The socialist revolutions that succeeded, such as in Russia or China, were all led 
or organized by a communist party in interaction with the spontaneity of the working 
masses. The Chinese Revolution of 1949, led by the CPC, is an example of anti-feudal, 
anti-fascist, anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist struggles, which are all democratic 
struggles. The USSR, led by the Russian Communist Party, played a decisive role in the 
defeat of fascism in Europe (the Battle of Stalingrad, for example, was a crucial battle). 
The USSR also helped financially, militarily and technologically the countries of Africa, 
Asia and South America in their struggle against imperialism and colonialism. This is 
all evidence of democratic progress. 

Badiou seems to put aside the concept of socialist transition to offer a “new” concept of 
communism. In reality, Badiou deprives the concept of communism of its scientific sub- 
stance and transforms it into an abstraction, a utopia that has nothing to do with what 
Marx or Lenin or even Mao thought. Furthermore, it is difficult to see how it could be 
put into practice. The concept of democracy and communism elaborated by Badiou are 
directly in contradiction with the four cardinal principles of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, which are: upholding the socialist path, the people’s democratic dictator- 
ship, the leadership of the CPC, and Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong’s thought. 
This can partly explain why Badiou rejects socialism with Chinese characteristics. Badiou’s 
theory contributes to the confusion of the so-called French radical left and the French left 
wing intellectuals about communism and about how to understand today’s China and its 
socialist democracy. 


3. A Substantive Approach of Democracy 


Despite the general misunderstanding of socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics 
among many French left wing intellectuals, a minority exists that has a better understanding 
of it, and of China’s culture, politics and economy. They are often close to the FCP, if not 
actually members, but do not share the FCP leadership’s general viewpoint about China. 
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3.1. The Economic and Cultural Differences between East and West and Its 
Influence on the Concept of Democracy 


3.1.1. The Link between Industrial Revolution and Democratic Institutions 
For Jean-Claude Delaunay,° 


... the idea of democracy is a principle historically and geographically determined. This idea 
was born in the countries of Western Europe and around the Mediterranean, in the context 
of social conditions non-existent in China during that period of time. It was then consoli- 
dated and developed within industrial capitalism, conjugated through the market and in 
social conflicts, both fed by this system. Yet, China has just begun its industrial revolution. 
(Delaunay 2013, 274-75) 


Moreover, Delaunay adds that democratic infrastructures were gradually developed. 
This is why Delaunay considers that the concept of democracy is not the same in 
China as in France or Europe. According to him, there are two important reasons that 
can explain this difference: culture and the economic development. 


3.1.2. Different Relationships to Society and Different Approaches to the Concept of 
Democracy 

Delaunay (2013) considers that to understand the cultural differences between countries 
such as France and China, one must take into account the respective religions and their 
close links with their social relations of production. French people’s relationship to society 
and Chinese people’s relationship to society is different, and the significance they give to 
the concept of democracy is also different. The French have a more individualistic 
approach while the Chinese have a more collective approach to society. In China, democ- 
racy is linked to socialism rather than to Western-type elections. Moreover, when the 
French left leaders give “recommendations” to China, they actually unconsciously con- 
sider Western values as universal values and therefore become the spokesperson of the 
enemies of socialism and communism. 

Many Western “democrats” hide the fact that liberal democracy, which is actually very 
limited, is inseparable from imperialism. Imperialism is at the heart of the capitalist sys- 
tem, which contains within it the seeds of fascism. Hitler in Germany, Mussolini in Italy, 
Franco in Spain or Petain in France are all creatures engendered by capitalism and for 
capitalism. As described by the thirteenth Plenum of the Executive Committee of the 
Communist International, fascism is “the open terrorist dictatorship of the most reaction- 
ary, most chauvinistic and most imperialist elements of finance capital” (Dimitrov 1935). 
Georgi Dimitrov highlighted at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national in 1935, that “Fascism is the power of finance capital itself...the result of the 
decline of the capitalist system” (1935). Fascism has reduced, with the support of national 
bourgeoisies, the democratic gains snatched by the working class in the capitalist system. 

The government and political parties of an imperialist country like France, that has 
made millions of direct and indirect victims by practicing transatlantic slavery, launching 
colonial wars (the Second Opium War in 1856, Indochina War in 1946, Algeria War in 
1956, among others), and that continues neo-colonial policy in Africa, consider they 
have a moral duty to give lessons to China. In fact, many wars that the world has 
known and still knows today are organized or led directly or indirectly by the great powers. 
Such wars provide a way for the imperialist countries to fight against the tendency of the 
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rate of profit to fall. Colonial wars, the extermination of Native Americans, transatlantic 
slavery and the Holocaust have all accompanied the history of the so-called “democratic 
liberal West.” If today, some so-called “democratic” Western countries are in “advance” in 
comparison with other countries, it is also because the colonial expansion allowed them to 
ensure some political and socio-economic peace in the metropolis with the profits made 
on the sweat and blood of others. The economic and military advance of the European 
powers allowed them to subjugate by force the Third World and share a minimum of prof- 
its with the masses of the metropolis which could enjoy some freedom and some well- 
being. It is also a way to break the solidarity between the masses of the North and the 
South. 


3.1.3. Substantive Approach or Procedural Approach to Socialism and Communism 
Delaunay (2013) explains that in China, economic development is fundamental, therefore 
the Western type of democracy is not considered the best way to reach this end. He stres- 
ses that in France, the concept of socialism tends more and more to disappear from scien- 
tific and political thought. Delaunay gives the example of the text of the Thirty-sixth 
Congress of the FCP, which does not mention socialism. He distinguishes two theoretical 
trends concerning the concept of socialism and communism in France and China. The 
first trend considers that socialism is a phase of rupture with capitalism and is simul- 
taneously a phase of transition to communism. This trend adopts a substantive approach 
to socialism and communism. It pays more attention to the content than to the form. The 
second trend adopts a procedural approach of communism. The method, the form is more 
important than the content. Communism is seen as the day-to-day transformation of 
society according to daily struggles, “a new generation of communism.” Elections are 
very important in the Party’s life. Delaunay considers that the first trend is the one fol- 
lowed by the leaders of the CPC while the second is the one followed by the leaders of 
the FPC. The two approaches are a matter of different levels of development, social 
relationship practices, and of political and theoretical choices. 

Delaunay’s understanding of Chinese democracy is very interesting. However, he 
could have gone further in his analysis concerning the relationship between economic 
development and democracy. Indeed, he sees a relationship between capitalist industri- 
alization and the development of democratic institutions. China is going through an 
industrialization process, but in a socialist system that makes use of capitalist elements. 
Of course you need to develop the economy in order to construct and develop democ- 
racy. Yet the question is what kind of democracy you develop, and for which class? 
Setting up democratic institutions to serve the interest of which class? In reality, the 
question is deeply related to the nature of the state. If the state is capitalist, it will 
set up “democratic” institutions representing the interests of a minority of capitalists. 
Consequently, it gives liberty to the bourgeoisie legally to exploit the proletariat. The 
“rule of the majority” is therefore formal, and in reality these kinds of “democratic 
institutions” are undemocratic. Even if it does not seem to be Delaunay’s aim, linking 
capitalist industrialization with the concept of democracy can mislead us to think that 
to democratize a country requires a capitalist industrialization process. However, 
Delaunay’s overall analysis of Chinese democracy and Chinese socialism’ is worth a 
careful reading. 
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3.2. Planning, Political and Economic Democracy 


3.2.1. Planning 

For Tony Andréani, planning and political democracy are important pillars of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics (Andréani and Herrera 2013, 211). Concerning planning, 
Andréani says that 


... planning... must be the place where collective choices are developed and decided, there- 
fore, be at the heart of democracy; because the collective choices are... the expression of a 
general will. Planning is then the space where a nation chooses its collective destiny, and 
the means for a people to become master of this common future...in China, today, it is 
the Communist Party that makes those choices for the citizens, in the name of the people... 
And this strong planning with modernized means and adapted to the requirements of the 
present time is precisely one of the main distinguishing features of a socialist path. (Andréani 
and Herrera 2013, 233-34) 


As stressed by Andréani, democratic planning is indispensable, but can only be an 
incentive, giving the main orientations. This kind of incentive plan is a way to promote 
socialization without directly intervening on investments and prices. Andréani takes Chi- 
na s planning as an example. Indeed, each year, a comparison is made between the objec- 
tives fixed by the government and the results achieved; the objectives are often met. 
According to him, “It proves that planning, essentially incentive, can be operational in 
an economy that is no longer an ‘administrated command economy” (Andréani 2015). 
For Andréani, the use of planning is clearly a socialist element in China’s political and 
economic system. 


3.2.2. The Link between Planning, Political Democracy and Economic Democracy 
Concerning political democracy, Andréani links it with economic democracy, which he 
defines as 


... political democracy applied to economy. It is the idea that the sovereign people can, in 
various ways, make a number of collective choices that will allow to guide and control econ- 
omic development. (Andréani [2005] 2010) 


In other words, planning, political and economic democracy is closely interlinked. Econ- 
omic democracy relies on political choices collectively and democratically elaborated for 
the general interest that are embodied in the plan, which directs the economy. They are 
not only linked together, but also linked to socialism for which collective choices are 
one of fundamental elements. Andréani considers that, due to the long period of socialist 
transition and the danger of restoration of capitalism in China, the CPC decides on the 
collective choices in the name of the people. Consequently, democratic deliberation is lim- 
ited. As he says, “...it is clear that we are far from a democratic deliberation” (Andréani 
2015). Yet, he stresses that the CPC doesn’t decide alone. The CPC uses a multiplicity of 
institutions that have power of proposal such as the Chinese People’s Political Consulta- 
tive Conference or public hearings for legislative and administrative matters. According to 
Andréani, it is close to participatory democracy. 

Andréani links socialism, democracy and China. His understanding of socialist democ- 
racy with Chinese characteristics is comprehensive and well structured. Andréani’s overall 
analysis shows a mature and balanced personal thought about China, democracy and 
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socialism. His understanding includes many elements that are interconnected, but rarely 
found explained in this way by other French intellectuals. Andréani’s analysis of China’s 
democracy can bring new elements to the debate in a quantitative and qualitative manner 
and is worth a very careful reading. 


3.3. Legitimacy of the CPC and Corruption 


3.3.1. The CPC Leadership 
For Patrick Theuret (2013), the CPC exercises power alone, but cooperates with allied par- 
ties in a non- competitive way, which influences its decision-making. As he stresses, 


Only a party with such characteristics could lead such a gigantic task. The CPC has been 
capable of leading such a gigantic task in spite of and because of its so different previous 
experiences. It sits on a historic national and social legitimacy of 80 million members 
today. But it had to build it as a day by day kind of permanent voting (or rather a mixture 
of expression through multiple and varied supports, tacit or active), with success but also the 
daily failures, and without any guarantee for the future. Now the nature of consent changes. It 
is based on the feeling of progress and hope that are today’s cement and motor. (Theuret 
2013, 87) 


In other words, although China faces some failures and is not free from future dangers, 
Theuret considers that in the actual stage of China’s development and in view of its his- 
torical and socio-economic achievements, the CPC’s one-party rule is legitimate. As he 
stresses, only the CPC was able to realize such a huge task of independence and socio- 
economic development. The revolutionary historical achievements that contributed to 
the end of imperialism, the end of the semi-feudal and semi-colonial society, and the feel- 
ing that the country keeps progressing are some of the reasons why the CPC’s leadership 
has benefited from a certain social stability and legitimacy. Yet, he underlines an impor- 
tant element that represents a big danger: corruption. 


3.3.2. The Corruption Issue 
Talking about the issue of corruption, Theuret says that: 


In China, it spreads from two contradictory realities, in the brutal and rapid contact of both 
the public and private spheres. One is the result of the extension of the market area that cre- 
ates appetites, and the other is the maintenance of the legacy of the old legal and moral 
boundaries and corollary prohibitions. (Theuret 2013, 87) 


Theuret defines corruption as “...an illegal trade relationship (exchange of goods and/or 
services), a mercantile capitalism under the table, like gangsterism and trafficking of all 
kinds” (Theuret 2013, 87). He underlines that the West often denounces corruption in 
China, but in reality, “Many legal acts under capitalism could be recognized as corruption, 
but are not” (Theuret 2013, 84). It means that in different countries, the concept of 
corruption can embrace different elements. For instance, lobbying is widely used and 
not illegal in the capitalist system. In fact, it is a kind of corruption. To serve their own 
interests, the lobbyists (often professional individuals or groups related to multinationals) 
attempt by many ways (money, gifts, “true-false” scientific researches) to influence the pol- 
itical and economic decisions made by government members and officials, legislators, 
regulatory agencies and scientific community. 
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With the economic and financial crisis of 2007 and 2008, the lack of democracy of the 
so-called “democratic institutions,” the corruption of many political parties and of many 
politicians, the lack of parties capable of representing the working class and the masses, 
and the distortion of the popular votes when they do not go in the way wanted by the 
“democratic institutions,” led to abstention from voting or an “anti-system” vote for the 
far-right (e.g. the Front National in France) which is, in reality, the best ally for the capi- 
talist system. For instance, the results of the May 2005 French referendum rejecting the 
pro-European Union Constitutional Treaty were completely ignored. Instead, a similar 
treaty was re-introduced in 2008 by a vote of the French Parliament under the name of 
the Lisbon Treaty. 

It is true that corruption is a serious problem in China. It existed before the CPC was in 
power, was probably less important under Mao’s era, and increased with the reform 
and opening-up policy. Corruption has since kept growing. Since the Eighteenth 
CPC’s National Congress in November 2012, the CPC launched an intensive anti-corruption 
and clean governance campaign to ensure that officials “do not dare, are not able, and are 
unwilling to be corrupt” (China Daily 2016). Consequently, in these past three years, a 
large number of officials were expelled from the CPC and many were put in prison for corrup- 
tion (China Daily 2016). It is a difficult task, but it is vital for the CPC to keep the trust of the 
people and to continue building socialism with Chinese characteristics. 


3.3.3. The French People and the Issue of Corruption in France 

The French left wing media and intellectuals often point out China’s corruption problem. 
Yet in reality, corruption, which is by nature undemocratic, is a phenomenon faced by all 
countries. For example, a survey carried out by BVA® in France in 2013 (Transparency 
International 2013) shows that 73% of the French consider the political parties are cor- 
rupted, 52% that the parliament is corrupted, 48% that public officials and civil servants 
are corrupted, 77% that corruption in the public sector is a problem, 54% that the media 
are corrupted and 50% that the government’s fight against corruption is ineffective. Of 
course, we are talking about the perception of the population and not about the level of 
corruption in itself, but they are closely linked. For instance, former French president 
Nicolas Sarkozy (2007-2012) is currently accused of corruption, influence peddling and 
illegal financing of his 2012 presidential campaign. Since François Hollande became pre- 
sident of France in 2012, four ministers or secretaries of state were forced to leave the gov- 
ernment. Furthermore, some elected representatives are also charged or convicted for 
corruption or other infractions, among them, some still hold political functions. It 
shows that corruption is a problem faced by all countries and that, contrary to what is 
often said in mainstream French media or by French left wing intellectuals, it has no direct 
link with the one-party rule. It can sometimes make it easier, but the one-party rule is not 
the origin of the corruption issue. 


3.4. Internationalist Solidarity between the CPC and the FCP and Democracy in 
the World 


3.4.1. The Leadership’s Attitude in the FCP 
The attitude of the FCP’s leadership toward Chinese socialist democracy does not differ 
much from the French left wing intellectuals’ general misunderstanding. To summarize, 
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the FCP’s leadership has three main attitudes: first, to express a negative attitude about 
China; second, to avoid talking about China; third, to avoid taking a clear position on 
any subject related to China. These attitudes are expressed, for instance, in the daily news- 
paper L'Humanité (the former central organ of the FCP) or on the FCP’s official website. 
The first attitude was expressed, for instance, by former general secretary of the FCP 
Marie-George Buffet” who accused China of not respecting freedom of expression, of 
intolerable and brutal repression in Tibet (Buffet 2008) during the 2008 riots. The second 
is expressed in different official texts, for instance, in the “Common Base” project (second 
draft program in preparation of the Thirty-seventh Congress of the FCP) voted by the 
National Council of the FCP on March 2016 (French Communist Party 2016). The 
third was expressed, for instance, by current General Secretary of the FCP, Pierre Laur- 
ent,” during a conference held at the headquarters of the FCP on February 2016. For 
Laurent: 


China will be for a long time a place of this confrontation between very different logics, and 
those who try, even among us [the FCP], to classify China in one category, without thinking 
about these contradictions, will have difficulties to define what China is, or in which direction 
it is moving. Anyway, I feel that, personally I cannot say. (Laurent 2016) 


In other words, although Laurent is the General Secretary of the FCP, he avoids taking 
position on China. 


3.4.2. Groups in the FCP with a More Internationalist Attitude toward China 
However, among the FCP, an increasing number of branches, some leading members and 
ordinary members of the base, take a more internationalist position toward China. As 
individuals or groups, they organize conferences, publish small journals, and create web- 
sites. Since the FCP abolished democratic centralism at its Twenty-eighth Congress in 
1994, acting this way does not violate the Party s rule. It is a way to express other voices, 
in particular because the interaction between the leadership and the base is insufficient. 
For instance, there is the network “Faire Vivre et Renforcer le PCF” (FVR-PCF) linked 
to the FCP branch of Vénissieux (a suburban city of Lyon). This network organizes 
each year an internationalist meeting. In November 2013, they invited a delegation of 
three Chinese communists representing the Central Compilation and Translation Bureau 
(CCTB): Yang Jinhai, Ma Jinpeng and Zhang Wencheng (Millet 2013). After the speech of 
the Chinese delegation, a discussion was organized between them and French communists 
on socialism with Chinese characteristics. 

Concerning the visit of the Chinese delegation from the CCTB, Pierre-Alain Millet, 
communist Deputy Mayor of Vénissieux and one of the main organizers of the interna- 
tionalist annual meeting held in his city, said that it was urgent “...to better know and 
understand the reality of today’s China in order to knit strong ties of international solidar- 
ity...” (Millet 2013). He explained that it was important to know, understand and resist 
the ideological war against socialism. 

For Bleitrach (2012), former member of the Central Committee of the FCP and mem- 
ber of the “FVR-PCF” network, “ .. . all the talks on democracy, human rights, the Tibetan 
agitation, the environment are only trying to exert additional pressures...” (2012). She 
explains that the mainstream Western media relay those pressures while hiding the 
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interests of the West behind a virtuous image that is false; indeed the so-called virtuous 
West practices colonialism, military interventionism and supports dictatorships as long 
as it is in their interest. She also stressed that China enabled whole continents to escape 
from North-South dependency. 

For Fuyet (2014), coordinator of l'Humanité in English,” the Western mainstream 
media should pay more attention to the sources they use and make more cross-references 
to reliable sources when talking about China. As he stresses: 


It is not difficult to see the omnipresence of the China Labour Bulletin (CLB), the China 
Labor Watch (CLW) and other related “NGOs” (non-governmental organizations) almost 
completely excluding other sources in the media coverage of the Anglophone and franco- 
phone press. (Fuyet 2014) 


Fuyet considers that sources such as the CLB, the CLW or Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF), which are often directly or indirectly linked to the NED (National Endowment 
for Democracy) and CIA (Central Intelligence Agency), should be boycotted by the pro- 
gressive press. In fact, the NGOs are also part of the “New Cold War” that exists today. 
Consequently, the left wing intellectuals, left wing political parties and left wing media 
should be aware of this and be very careful when using these sources. 


3.4.3. The Importance of Building Solidarity with China 

It is clear that the opinions expressed right above are more positive than the one of the 
leadership of the FCP. Indeed, contrary to the Common Base project that was mentioned 
previously, the alternative text submitted by the network “FVR-PCF” for the Thirty- 
seventh Congress of the FCP mentions socialism and China. Notably, it stresses that 
“China is one of the few powers that develops economic cooperation without military 
intervention, despite the wars that the United States and NATO impose” (Millet et al. 
2016) and underlines the importance of understanding the issue of US imperialism against 
Russia and China. The FVR-PCF group understands the importance of establishing soli- 
darity with China, which plays an important role in world peace and the struggle against 
imperialism. 

The fact that the FCP does not have a clear position towards China is actually in itself a 
political position. Objectively, this attitude is a capitulation to the neo-liberal and imperi- 
alist forces and their ideological dictatorship. What the leadership of the FCP should ask 
itself is “which countries constitute today the anti-fascist and anti-imperialist bloc, and 
which countries constitute today the imperialist and neo-colonialist movement” (Fuyet 
2016). Answering this question would help to clarify “[w]ho are our enemies? [w]ho 
are our friends?” (Mao 1925); consequently it would clarify whom the FCP’s leadership 
should support. Whatever their differences are, the FCP and the CPC are both communist 
parties and have many things in common: their position against capitalism, imperialism, 
colonialism and hegemony, and their desire for a better redistribution of wealth for the 
people, for peace, for solidarity, and for fraternity. All these common things should 
bring them together. Both should go beyond their disagreements with the aim together 
to strengthen internationalism and fight for a better world. Dialogue and mutual respect 
are essential. As it is said, “where there’s a will there’s a way.” 
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4. Socialist Democracy with Chinese Characteristics 


Socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics is a process in constant development. 
Constraint of length makes it impossible to make a detailed description of it, but a sum- 
mary of its main characteristics will be done in this chapter. 


4.1. The Basic Features of Socialist Democracy with Chinese Characteristics 


4.1.1. The Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference and the National 
People’s Congress 

Instead of having a multi-party system, China adopts a consultative democracy. It is 
characterized by a political consultation and cooperation with other parties under the 
leadership of the CPC. The major organ that holds democratic consultation is the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC). It is composed of the CPC, eight 
other political parties, social groups, deputies from all ethnic groups and all layers of 
society, and representatives from Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao. 

Instead of adopting a system of separation of powers, China adopts the system of the 
National People’s Congress (NCP) based on democratic centralism. This form of govern- 
ment combines legislative and judicial powers. The NCP elects the administrative, judicial 
and procuratorial organs of the state and its deputies are chosen through district-based 
elections and come from various political parties. 


4.1.2. The Regional Ethnic Autonomy and the Grassroots Self-governance System 
The system of regional ethnic autonomy establishes organs of self-development in 
areas where ethnic minorities are concentrated. Ethnic minorities of these regions 
have their own local People’s Congress and People’s Government. The people can 
elect deputies that will express their demands in the People’s Congress. An important 
part of the cadres of autonomous organs of self-development are members of the eth- 
nic groups of the area and the languages used by these organs are the ones commonly 
used by the local population of the area. Enterprises and governmental institutions 
located in autonomous areas must give priority to local ethnic minorities when 
recruiting personnel. In addition to electing deputies to the People’s Congress, this 
system allows the people to participate in legislative and administrative hearings, 
and local elections. 

The grassroots self-governance system establishes village committees and urban com- 
munity committees in some rural and urban areas. The people of these areas can notably 
manage public affairs and public social services by different means, including by direct 
elections. 


4.2. Socialist Democracy with Chinese Characteristics and the International 
Ideological Struggle 


4.2.1. Some Objectives and Challenges of Socialist Democracy with Chinese 
Characteristics 

The CPC keeps a macro-economic control by, notably, preserving the dominant role of 
public enterprises in key sectors of the economy. Yet, the use of capital and of a (socialist) 
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market economy cannot be excluded, because the market is a means to liberate and 
develop the productive forces. Efforts are made to keep the balance between efficiency 
and fairness, between labor and the market, and between government and the market. 
Since the reform and opening-up and the official start of socialist market economy, the 
economy has grown fast, while new problems have arisen and others have been aggra- 
vated, such as pollution, corruption, the excessive gap between the rich and the poor, etc. 

Other elements could be enhanced to improve Chinese democracy: the transparency of 
the media on sensible subjects concerning cases of corrupted officials or strikes and dem- 
onstrations inside the country; the working conditions of certain category of employees 
and of migrant workers and their social rights; the equal distribution of high-level hospi- 
tals or other healthcare resources and reduction of the high cost burden for patients; free- 
ing judicial decisions made by courts from influence by local governments, which 
constitutes an administrative interference in judicial decision-making and a source of 
unfairness, etc. 

To try to resolve some of the issues mentioned above, reforms have been made in recent 
years, including the anti-corruption campaign and the establishment of the socialist rule of 
law. Besides, some interesting elements of Chinese democracy could be underlined. For 
instance, before being chosen as central leaders (indirect democracy), the candidates 
must have previous experience as governor of two Chinese provinces; the leaders of the 
central and local authorities are limited to two five-year terms; and the success of planning 
can notably be explained by the large number and length of time allowed for consultation 
of the population and discussion at national and local levels (consultative democracy). 

Because China is still in the first stage of socialism, many imperfections remain. Never- 
theless, despite its imperfections and considering its main direction and objectives, social- 
ism is profoundly democratic in its essence and consequently superior to liberal 
democracy. China’s democracy must be improved by developing the progressive elements 
and institutions that exist in the capitalist society, and by resolving dialectical contradic- 
tions still existing in the socialist society. It is clear that the CPC wants to meet the needs of 
the majority of the people and to ensure that all people can benefit more fairly from the 
fruits of the economic development. Bringing about a comprehensive and sustainable 
socio-economic development, achieving a moderately prosperous society by 2020, and a 
modern socialist country by 2049 are short and middle-term objectives of the CPC. 


4.2.2. China and the Establishment of an Inclusive Economic Cooperation Model 
Compared to the history of bourgeois democracy, the development of socialist democracy 
is very young. Socialist democracy faced several setbacks, but the history of liberal democ- 
racy shows that it has not been linear either. Democracy is not an abstract concept, but a 
process constantly in movement, an ideal in concretization. The West asks China to solve 
in decades what it was incapable to solve in several hundred years. In reality, China has 
accomplished much progress in a short period of time. For example, it has pulled millions 
of people out of poverty within four decades. No other country in the world has been able 
to pull so many out of poverty in so short time. It is a democratic achievement that should 
be stressed by those who are unconditional supporters of “universal democracy.” 
Moreover, China, which suffered from colonialism and imperialism, does not impose 
its vision of democracy outside the country, nor does it impose its currency, language, 
military forces or interfere in foreign countries’ internal affairs. Instead, it establishes 


INTERNATIONAL CRITICAL THOUGHT 67 


bilateral or multilateral win-win economic relations with other countries and inter-gov- 
ernmental organizations. Of course, China seeks to make profit otherwise it would not sur- 
vive. Yet, it does not try to make unilateral profits or to achieve a maximum rate of profit. 
China seeks mutually shared profits between countries. It has set up the New Development 
Bank of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa), the Asian Infrastruc- 
ture Investment Bank, and the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Twenty-First Century 
Maritime Silk Road with the aim of developing China’ s economy in cooperation with 
other countries, instead of at their expense. China simultaneously helps undeveloped 
countries to develop their own economy in many ways such as sending doctors or special- 
ists in agriculture, constructing roads, bridges, railways and hospitals and canceling debts. 
Contrary to the Western-style democracy that often brings chaos where it is “exported,” 
for China, mutual development is a fundamental key to world peace. This is why, to 
understand socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics, one must place it in China’s 
historical and cultural conditions as well as link it with today’s international context. 

China is still in the first stage of socialism. Consequently, it faces many difficulties and 
contradictions and still needs many years to achieve its democratic goals. Nevertheless, it 
keeps the long-term objective to bring prosperity to all the people and to achieve socialism 
and communism. 


5. Conclusion 


The understanding by the French left wing intellectuals of socialist democracy with Chi- 
nese characteristics is quite various. Stuck in their general, abstract and formal idea of uni- 
versalism, many French left wing intellectuals arrogantly criticize China on the issue of 
democracy. This attitude of superiority is partly inherited from Western colonization 
and imperialism. 

The French left wing intellectuals who consider that China is not democratic mainly 
criticize China on two aspects: politics and the economy. They can be divided in two 
groups: those who have a reformist or social-liberal perception and those who have a 
left or leftist perception of China’s democracy. The first group emphasizes less the econ- 
omic aspects than the political aspects. The second group emphasizes the economic 
aspects. However, this group also emphasizes the political aspects, but from a different 
viewpoint. Some of them use distortions of Marxist theory to criticize Chinese democracy. 
Furthermore, a clear distinction between bourgeois and socialist democracy is often absent 
in both groups’ analyses. 

A growing minority of the French left wing internationalist intellectuals, such as Tony 
Andréani, members of the FCP such as Jean-Claude Delaunay, or members of the FVR- 
PCF internationalist network such as Danielle Bleitrach, Hervé Fuyet and Pierre-Alain 
Millet, among others, have a better understanding of China’s democracy. They are 
aware of China’s problems and contradictions, but put them in their national and inter- 
national context. Therefore, they are also able to perceive better the positive and progress- 
ive aspects of socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics. Understanding China in its 
globality and complexity, they demonstrate an attitude of solidarity toward the working 
class and oppressed people of the world. They are conscious of the importance of under- 
standing China’s socialist path, its anti-imperialist role and its will to build a peaceful 
world. They perceive that there is an ideological war against socialism relayed by the 
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Western mainstream media, which serves the Western imperialism. This “New Cold War” 
includes destabilizing socialist countries, non-socialist countries that fight against imperi- 
alism, and inter-governmental organizations they cannot control such as the BRICS, 
CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) or SCO"? (Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization). China represents a threat to some Western countries’ domi- 
nation, because of the win-win economic ties it establishes with developing countries, 
which makes the latter less dependent upon the West. The destabilization of China, 
using all kinds of methods, is also a way to prevent China from becoming a model of 
socialist success. Moreover, it is a way to prevent the working class of developed capitalist 
countries supporting China and socialism. 

Contrary to what many Western sinologists like to say, Marxism in China is not just an 
importation of a European ideology. Marxism is a science and like all sciences, was born, dis- 
covered, evolved and enriched in different countries and in different historical periods. Like 
any science or scientific law, Marxism is not motionless and it belongs to no one. In this sense, 
Marxism is universal. It may be adopted by all and enriched by all. There is no geographical 
boundary, no ethnic limitation and no language barrier. This is why it has survived over a 
hundred years after the death of Marx and Engels, and we can find Marxist books in all 
languages and authors or readers who were or are inspired by Marxism in all regions of 
the world. Anyone or any country can inspire itself with Marxism. The interaction between 
the characteristics of a country, a population, a society or a person, with the fundamental the- 
ory as written by the founding fathers of Marxism is what we can call a co-creation. The 
interpretation that is made by a country like China is a continuation and enrichment of a 
science that belongs to all; a science without “copyright,” that is to say, a communist science. 

Democracy is not only a matter of political institutions. Political institutions shape the 
choices made concerning rights and freedoms, and vice versa. Political institutions, before 
their eventual demise in a distant future ideal communist society, are a pillar of democracy. 
Political freedom and economic liberalism advocated by liberal democrats have in fact always 
allowed some people to oppress others based on ethnicity, classes, religion, etc. Many 
“enlightened” and famous liberals supported the slavery of African population, colonization 
or semi-colonization of people of Africa, Asia, South America and Oceania, the extermina- 
tion of native peoples in America and Oceania and the extermination of the Jews in Europe. 

In fact, those who discredit socialism with Chinese characteristics objectively help the 
liberal and the imperialist camp. The understanding of the construction of socialism in 
China must be put in its national and international contexts and considered globally in 
its complexity, with its contradictions and problems, but also its positive and progressive 
aspects. Left wing intellectuals, communists and internationalists are responsible for the 
critique they express and the impact that it has. Making a constructive criticism about 
China is a good thing; participating in the current “China bashing,”'* which hinders 
the fight for socialism and a peaceful world, is not. One must be clear about which 
camp one supports. 


Notes 


1. “Socialist” is the official term used by the CPC to describe its current socio-economic system 
and political orientation. Indeed, today, the Chinese government considers that China is in 
the first stage of socialism and in a long transition to communism (Leninist approach). 
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However, in the Western world, China is often called “communist,” at least concerning its 
political orientation. 

2. Alain Roux is a sinologist, retired professor from the Chinese Department of the National 
Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilisations (Institut National des Langues et Civilis- 
ations Orientales [INALCO]) in Paris (France), a former member of the FCP and former 
supporter of the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), who turned to anti-commu- 
nist. He wrote a bibliography of Mao Zedong: Le singe et le tigre. Mao, un destin chinois [The 
monkey and the tiger: Mao, a Chinese destiny] in 2009. Its Chinese version ( (IEK: HEX 
#14) ) was also published by Renmin University of China Press in 2015. 

3. Emilie Frenkiel is lecturer in political science and English at Paris-Est Créteil University 
(France). 

4. Mylène Gaulard is lecturer in economics at Pierre-Mendès-France University in Grenoble 
(France). She presents herself as a Marxist economist. 

5. Alain Badiou is a retired professor of philosophy at University Paris 8 and emeritus professor 
at the Ecole Normale Supérieure of Paris (France). 

6. Jean-Claude Delaunay is a retired professor from University Marne-la-Vallée (France). 

7. Concerning socialism with Chinese characteristics, we believe there is a little misunderstand- 
ing expressed by Jean-Claude Delaunay in his article “Chine, socialisme, démocratie” (China, 
socialism, democracy) (2013). Indeed, he says: “. . . the concrete objective of the Government 
of China, in the present moment, is not socialism,” but constraint of length makes it imposs- 
ible to discuss this point in this article. 

8. BVA is the complete name of a survey institute (http://www.bva.fr/en). 

9. Marie-George Buffet is the former general secretary of the FCP (from 2001 to 2010). She was 
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports from 1997 to 2002 under the government of socialist 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin. 

10. Pierre Laurent is the current general secretary of the FCP (since 2010). 

11. L'Humanité in English is a English version of L'Humanité daily newspaper that has existed 
since 2004. It is based on the translation of selected articles from l'Humanité. 

12. The SCO includes China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

13. Showing a hostile attitude and systematically denigrating whatever socialist China does. 
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